
Central Press 
May 2010 

 Volume 15, Issue 5 
Central Presbyterian Church 

Connecting People with Christ - Reaching Out with His Love 
from the Heart of Merced to the Ends of the Earth 

Dear Church Family, 
 

As we move toward May, Iõm thinking about gifts. 
 

The greatest gift we remember in May is the gift of  
the Holy Spirit, first given on the Jewish day of 
Pentecost and observed by Christians every year fifty 
days after Easter (counting Easter as day one) on the 
Sunday we call Pentecost Sunday.  This year that will 
be May 23.  Then what Jesus had said to his disciples 
about the Holy Spirit was fulfilled, òhe dwells with 
you [i.e. in the person of  Jesus] and will be in 
youó (Jn. 14:17).  Then Jesus himself came to his fol-
lowers in a new way (Jn. 14:18); then 
the church was born; then the minis-
try of  Jesus on earth continued 
through his followers.  Our culture 
will not join us in celebrating this 
gift, but Christians everywhere will 
celebrate. 
 

Another great gift we mark in May is that of  our 
mothers.  And our culture will join us in celebrating 
Motherõs Day on May 9.  Our mothers made untold 
sacrifices to give us the gift of  life and to nurture us.  
I, for one, appreciated those sacrifices far too little ð 
though I do so much more now.  On Motherõs Day at 
CPC, we will have the blessing of  hearing from our 
3rd Graders and presenting them with special Bibles. 
 

And yet another great gift is remembered every May 
in the United States ð the gift given by women and 
men who have died in service to our country.  Memo-
rial Day is May 31, and we are reminded that the 
blessings of  life in this nation did not just happen 
but are the result of  sacrifices made by others.  They 
were willing to forego the comforts of  home and 

family and length of  years so that we and others 
might have a better life.  We stand on their shoul-
ders.  We run still on a course they have finished. 
 
In all these cases ð Pentecost, Motherõs Day, Memo-
rial Day ð we are beneficiaries of  what was done for 
us when we didnõt know it was being done.  We were 
seen, and loved, and it was thought worthwhile that 
sacrifices should be made for us and others.  It is im-
portant to acknowledge these gifts, for we have re-
ceived what we could not earn.  And those who know 
they have received are humble, and happy. 
 
Before closing this note, I want to acknowledge yet 
another gift.  Itõs very personal.  Itõs the gift that this 
congregation gave to Karen and me on March 29 in 
anticipation of  our soon-to-be ten years at CPC.  
The dinner party in the Gym that night just òblew us 
away!ó  It was so elegant, and tasty, and fun!  It could 
not have been a nicer time!!  We were amazed, and 
thrilled, by the Baltic Cruise that will begin my sab-
batical in June.  As I said that night, Iõve never taken 
a sabbatical before, and weõve never been on a cruise 
of any kind before.  So, itõs an understatement to say: 
weõre humbled . . . and happy!  Thank you all more 
than we can say.  YOU are an amazing gift of  God to 
us! 
 
Gratefully, yours, 
 
Henry 
 
 

See òGifts Aboundingó, page 2 
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 Gifts Abounding 



family and length of  years so that we and others might have a better 
life.  We stand on their shoulders.  We run still on a course they have 
finished. 
 

In all these cases ð Pentecost, Motherõs Day, Memorial Day ð we are 
beneficiaries of what was done for us when we didnõt know it was be-
ing done.  We were seen, and loved, and it was thought worthwhile 

that sacrifices should be made for us and others.  It is important to ac-
knowledge these gifts, for we have received what we could not earn.  And those who know 
they have received are humble, and happy. 
 

Before closing this note, I want to acknowledge yet another gift.  Itõs very personal.  Itõs 
the gift that this congregation gave to Karen and me on March 29 in anticipation of  our 
soon-to-be ten years at CPC.  The dinner party in the Gym that night just òblew us away!ó  
It was so elegant, and tasty, and fun!  It could not have been a nicer time!!  We were 
amazed, and thrilled, by the gift of the Baltic Cruise.  I said that night, Iõve never taken a 
sabbatical before, and weõve never been on a cruise of any kind before.  So, itõs an under-
statement to say: weõre humbled . . . and happy!  Thank you all more than we can say.  
YOU are an amazing gift of  God to us! 
 

     Gratefully, yours, 
 

         Henry Greene 

Abounding Gifts ( continued from page 1) 

Series:  Learning From David  

 

May 2      Donõt Give Up        I Samuel 17:40-50       

       Sacrament of Communion 

 

May 9      The Rebel Lover                  II Samuel 14:25-26; 15:1-6;  

       Motherõs Day        18:1-5, 9, 14, 33   

 

May 16      The Lord Between               I Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7 

       Grad Sunday        20:35-42 

 

May 23           Portrait of Faithfulness               I Samuel 24:1-13 

  

May 30      Collapse and Restoration     Psalm 51:1-19 

 

WORSHIP schedule 



  

National Day of Prayer                    Thursday, May 6 
  

Join millions across our nation as we pray for America.  Pastor Henry Greene will be the emcee as 

Merced Christians gather at Bob Hart Square (at Main and Canal Streets) from 12:00 to 1:00 pm.  

The Prayer & Worship Commission will open our Sanctuary from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm for anyone 

who wishes to pray.  

  

Motherõs Day Coffee            Sunday, May 14      9:30, 10:50 and Noon  
  

Women (even if you arenõt a mother) join us in the HC Dining Room for a special coffee and snack 

time after each service to celebrate Motherõs Day.  And in honor of CPC women and mothers, the 

Deacons will give a donation to Haven of Hope, the Merced womenõs shelter.  

  

Fourth of July Breakfast in the Park  Saturday, July 3        8:00 to 10:00 am 
  

Drop by the Scout Hut at Applegate Park for a delicious breakfast of pancakes, eggs, 

ham, fruit and beverages.  Then relax with friends under the trees while the kids 

 enjoy fun and games.  If you are so inclined, you can volunteer by calling the 

church office.  (NOTE:  This year our breakfast is on July 3, because all of us are 

busy Sunday morning!) 

  

Vacation Bible School          July 12 -  16       9:00 am to Noon  
  

This summer weõre taking a voyage on the high seas without leaving CPC!  Our theme, 

High Seas Expedition - Exploring the Mighty Love of God  will give kids the opportu-

nity to experience the deep, rolling water of Godõs love.  Invite friends and sign up 

early (space is limited.)  The cost is $15.00 per participant and that includes a High 

Seas Expedition t-shirt.   

There are many areas to serve.  If youõd like to help, call Laurie Arzamendi at 

the church office.  As always, all are asked to support CPC VBS in prayer. 

  

Calvin Crest Summer Camp         July 18 - 24 
  

Sherwood Forest Camp for 4th & 5th graders is coming up.  Make your reservation for camp by 

calling the church office. You can also check out the Calvin Crest website at CalvinCrest.com  

  

  

 2010 GRADUATES 

Each year we proudly print a list of graduates in the Central Press.  

If you or a family member will be graduating this year, call and let 

us  know.  We want to rejoice with you!  

  

Call the church office or e-mail to susievance@cpcmerced.org 



A Vision for the 21st Century 

Our Capital Campaign 
We are approaching the end of year two 

of our Capital Campaign.  During these 

past two years, the economy of our na-

tion has been down and our own church 

has seen the effects. However, we have 

continued to see God's hand in our 

church's giving, not only to our general 

budget, but also to the Capital Cam-

paign Building Fund.  Our thanks to 

those who are faithfully contributing.  As 
attendees of Central Presbyterian 
Church, all are welcome to contribute 
toward the Vision for the 21st Century.  
We know that God is at work and that in 

His time, the replacement of our current 

sanctuary will occur, allowing for ease 

of  access and the opportunity for all to 

attend our worship services together in 

the new sanctuary. 
  

Work is continuing to be done on the play yard adjacent to the rear of the Christian Education Building.  

New fences, landscaping and play equipment will make for a safer environment for our children.  Our 

thanks to all who have continued to give of their time and talents to accomplish this project. 
  

Please continue to pray about your giving and for God's will for the Capital Campaign.  As a congrega-

tion, it is our mission to Connect People with Christ for now and for the generations to come. 
  

Below are the total amounts pledged, received and spent since the beginning of the Vision for the 21st 
Century. 

  

 �-�X�V�W���D�V���\�R�X���H�[�F�H�O���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�«���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���D�O�V�R���H�[�F�H�O���L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�D�F�H���R�I���J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� 
  

         II Corinthians 8:7 
  

  

Yours in Christ, 

Ed and Carole Sowers 

Greg and Anita Bell 

Capital Campaign Co-Chairmen 

  

# of Pledges  

Received 
  

170 

Pledged  

Over 4 Years 
  

$2,766,528.00 

Spent Since 
Beginning Vision 21 

  

$303,401.00 

 Received Since 
Beginning Vision 21 

  

$853,994.00 

 Pledged  

Over 1 Year 
  

$691,632.00 


