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Connecting People with Christ - Reaching Out with His Love 
from the Heart of Merced to the Ends of the Earth 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Itôs hot outside!  I know that is not an astute observation ï after 

all it is late June in the Central Valley.  Though given the year 

we have had so far, I was beginning to wonder if it would get 

hot this summer.  But the season has changed, as seasons 

should.  If it were always the same weather all the time we 

wouldnôt be able to grow what we grow here.  And summer is 

a season for growth.  We need to take advantage of it for that 

purpose. 
 

We go through growing seasons in our spiritual lives as well.  

We need to take advantage of the opportunities for grace God 

gives to us and use them to grow.  They may involve discom-

fort, like a hot June day, but if that discomfort is for our 

growth, then it is well worth it.  We need to attune our lives to 

the things of God so we can see what it is he wants to do in our 

lives.  Remember, he is the key to discovering ñthat life which 

truly is life.ò  We donôt have to give up this life in order to find 

another one, but we have to see how God can live in this life I 

now have. 
 

Dallas Willard, the USC philosophy professor and Christian 

teacher, in his book The Divine Conspiracy says about Jesus, 

ñHe slipped into our world through the back roads and outly-

ing districts of one of the least important places on earth and 

has allowed his program for human 

history to unfold ever so slowly 

through the centuries...In other 

words, if he were to come 

today he could very well 

do what you do.  He could 

live very well in your 

apartment or house, hold 

down your job, have your 

education and life prospects, 

and live within your family, 

surroundings, and time.  None 

of this would be the least hin-

drance to the eternal kind of 

life that was his by nature 

and becomes available to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

us through him. Our human life, it turns out, is not destroyed 

by Godôs life but is fulfilled in it and in it alone.ò 

We need to learn to live the God life now, today, in our life 

and in our circumstances.  This is the day the Lord has made.  

Willard goes on to say, ñGod nevertheless pursues us redemp-

tively and invites us individually, every last one of us, to be 

faithful to him in the very little we truly `have say over.ô 

There, at every moment, we live in the interface between our 

lives and Godôs kingdom among us. If we are faithful to him 

here, we learn his cooperative faithfulness to us in turn. We 

discover the effectiveness of his rule with us precisely in the 

details of day-to-day existence.ò  Itôs my prayer that this Sum-

merôs series on Lives Transformed by Jesus leads you to dis-

cover this truth in your own lives, day by day and that it leads 

you to the growth in Christ you desire. 

See òGifts Aboundingó, page 2 
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us through him. Our human life, it turns out, is not destroyed by 

Godôs life but is fulfilled in it and in it alone.ò 
 

We need to learn to live the God-life now, today, in our life and in 

our circumstances.  This is the day the Lord has made.  Willard 

goes on to say, ñGod nevertheless pursues us redemptively and in-

vites us individually, every last one of us, to be faithful to him in the 

very little we truly `have say over.ô There, at every moment, we live in the interface between our lives and 

Godôs kingdom among us. If we are faithful to him here, we learn his cooperative faithfulness to us in turn. 

We discover the effectiveness of his rule with us precisely in the details of day-to-day existence.ò  Itôs my 

prayer that this summerôs series on Lives Transformed by Jesus leads you to discover this truth in your 

own lives, day by day and that it leads you to the growth in Christ you desire. 

 
 In Christ, 
 

    Dave McGurk 

Growing Season  ( continued from page 1) 

Series:  Lives Jesus Transformed  

 

July 4      A Life Transformed by Forgiveness  Luke 7:36-50       

          Sacrament of Communion 

 

July 11      A Life Transformed Over Time             Luke 1:29-31   

 

July 18      A Life Transformed to Serve            Acts 6:1-7 

 

July 25            A Life Transformed for Witness            Luke 8:26-39 

  
 

If we are faithful to  

him here, we learn his 

cooperative faithfulness 

to us in turn. 

WORSHIP schedule 



 

 
 

 

 

Fourth of July Breakfast in the Park  Saturday, July 3        7:30 to 10:00 am 
 

Drop by the Scout Hut at Applegate Park for a delicious breakfast of pan-

cakes, eggs, ham, fruit and beverages.  Then relax with friends under the trees 

while the  kids enjoy fun and games.  If you are so inclined, you can volun-

teer by calling the church office.  (NOTE:  This year our breakfast is on July 3, 

because all of us are busy Sunday morning!) 

 

Calvin Crest Camp  July 18 - 24 
 

Calvin Crest Camp will be a blast! There are still some spots open, so donõt wait -- call Susie Vance at 

the church office and sign up today!  You can check out what itõs all about (including great theme 

nights this year!) online at www.calvincrest.com/summercamp.com.   

 

Ventriloquist, Dennis Lee   Friday, August 27      6:30 pm  
 

 

Mark your calendars; the nationally acclaimed ventriloquist, Dennis Lee will be 

performing in the Hoffmeister Center.  He brings a wide variety of puppets, 

props, comedy and a message that everyone needs to hear.  Invite family and 

friends to this professional show that will touch lives, including your own.  

 

 

 All kids, Pre - school to 5th graders 
are invited to join the fun!   

You can register at the kiosk, 
church office, KidZone, or  online at      
 www.cpcmerced.org .    

The $15 participant fee  
 includes a t - shirt & all activities .    

ééééé...Join us for  
 �«5 DAYS OF FUN !    

   

  


