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While I was on vacation I took the book In a Heartbeat with 

me.  It is the follow-up to the book and movie The Blind Side.  

It was written by Sean and Leigh Anne Tuohy who are the 

couple who adopted Michael Oher, a high school student who 

had been admitted to the private school their children attended.  

Michael ends up sleeping on their couch and becoming a 

member of their family, finishes high school and college and is 

then drafted by the Baltimore Ravens.  I loved the movie and 

walked away from it inspired.  This book is really their phi-

losophy which made the whole 

event happen.  The subtitle of the 

book is ñSharing the Power of 

Cheerful Giving.ò  The Tuohys 

really want to live out Paulôs call 

to be a cheerful giver because God 

loves cheerful givers.  They said, 

ñwe came to believe that a cheer-

ful, spontaneous offering, no mat-

ter how small, could be increased 

and made powerful by God.ò  And 

though what they did in opening 

their home to Michael may seem 

like a big thing, as I read the book 

I came to understand that it was 

just a series of choices, small 

choices, which grew into a big 

thing under the hand of God.   
 

It is this sense of making cheerful giving a ñdoableò thing that 

seemed to connect with folks when they saw the movie.  Folks 

realized they didnôt need to wait for the ñright opportunityò to 

do ñthe big thingò to come along.  They could just give when 

they saw a need and God would work to make it significant.  

This is a lesson the Tuohys learned along the way, ñAs we re-

flected on our own ways of giving, we came to see that we of-

ten approached charity too formally.  Giving shouldnôt always 

be a prescribed ritual or ceremony; it doesnôt need to be ac-

companied by properly stamped paperwork.  If we worried 

less about the procedures and methods of giving and concen-

trated more on a giving state of mind, we might have more to 

offer than we knew.ò   
 

 



A Giving State of  Mind ( continued from page 1) 

WORSHIP schedule 
Series:  Lives Jesus Transformed  

 

August 1      A Life Transformed by Joy   Luke 19:1-10       

          Sacrament of Communion 

 

August 8      A Life Transformed by Faith             Luke 18:35-43   

 

August 15      Lives Transformed from Despair   Luke 24:13-35 

 

August 22        A Life Transformed by Teaching            John 3:1-15 

 

August 29     A Life Transformed by Service  John 7:1-9  

  
 

I love the emphasis on a ñgiving state of mind.ò  

If I recognize all that God has done for me, Iôm 

in a different giving state of mind (gratitude) 

than if I just give out of a sense of obligation 

(guilt).  Iôve always found gratitude to be a much 

more efficient, sustainable and enjoyable motiva-

tor than guilt.  I have a different giving state of 

mind because my focus is not on any act I might 

do but on the activity of God which is already apparent in my life. 
 

And the other thing the Tuohys learned is that you canôt out give God.  ñWe often say that our son Michael 

gave us much more than we gave him. That confuses people: how is it possible that a homeless kid could 

give anything to wealthy parents who already had two perfect children? Itôs possible because in every ex-

change with Michael, we came out on the better end. We gave him a home- and he gave us back a stronger 

and more centered family. We gave him advice and support ï and he gave us back a deeper awareness of the 

world. We gave him love as a boy- and he gave us back a man to be proud of. Each thing we gave to him has 

been returned to us multiplied.ò  May we all be on the lookout for the opportunities God places in our path to 

be the cheerful givers he loves for us to be. 
  

    In Christ, 

          Dave McGurk 

If we worried less about the procedures 

and methods of giving and concentrated 

more on a giving state of mind, we might 

have more to offer than we knew.  
                           -Sean & Leigh Anne Tuohy 



 

Congregational Prayer Time  Sundays 7:00 pm   
 

All are welcome to join us for this time of praying together and worshipping the Lord.  Starting   

August 1, weõll be meeting weekly in the Patio Lounge (behind the Sanctuary building). 

 

Ventriloquist Dennis Lee  Friday, August 27 6:30 pm   
 

Join us for a fun-filled evening as we welcome nationally-acclaimed ventriloquist Dennis 

Lee to the Hoffmeister Center. He brings a wide variety of puppets, props, comedy, and a 

message everyone needs to hear!  Invite friends and family to this FREE event co-

sponsored by CPC and Yosemite Church.  

 

Blood Source Sunday, August 29     8:30 am - 12:30 pm 
 

The Bloodmobile will be on site to take your donations. Plan to come by and make 

a life-saving donation! 

 

ALPHA Celebration Dinner  Monday, August 30   6:00 pm  
     

The Alpha Course is a GREAT opportunity to invite your neighbors, friends, and co-

workers to explore the Christian faith in a welcoming environment. Itõs also an oppor-

tunity to deepen your own faith. The complimentary Celebration dinner held in the 

Hoffmeister Center Dining Room is the perfect way to learn what the course is about 

and enjoy great food and fellowship.  The ten -week course will begin two weeks later 

on Monday, September 13 and will also be held in the dining room.  

 

Menõs Conference Friday, September 3 - Saturday, Sept. 4          
 

Men, mark your calendar... CPC Kinsmen are having a Stay-at-Home Conference this fall, from             

6:00 p.m. Friday, September 3 to 9:00 p.m. Saturday, September 4.  Our speaker will be Graham 

Baird, Senior Pastor of Highlands Church in Paso Robles.  The cost is $25, and you can register at 

the kiosk on Sundays or the church office during the week.  Contact Dave McGurk for more infor-

mation.  

 

All  - Church Picnic  Sunday, September 12   3:00 pm  
 

Save the date for the annual All-Church Picnic at Lake Yosemite. Itõs guaranteed to 

be a great time! 

 

Clippers Senior Fellowship  Saturday, September 18  12:00 noon 
 

Join us at noontime in the Hoffmeister Center Dining Room for our fall kick -off meeting. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 



A Vision for the 21st Century 

Our Capital Campaign 
Our capital campaign, A Vision for 

the 21st Century is going strong.  

The campaign consists of two 

phases:  
 

1. The replacement of our current 

sanctuary with a new sanctuary that 

can be a ñhomeò for all of our wor-

ship services and provide ease of ac-

cess for everyone; and  
 

2. The remodeling of our Christian 

Education and chapel facilities so 

that all childrenôs activities can be in 

a comfortable and safe setting. 
 

As money becomes available, we 

have been moving ahead on projects 

in the CE building. We have com-

pleted the renovation of the rooms for infants thru 5 year olds along with the re-sodding of the 

play area.  The next two projects will be the replacement of the roof of the CE building, and the 

painting of the chapel and CE building. These projects will begin soon.  
      

Our thanks to all those who are faithfully contributing to the Capital Campaign Building Fund.  

Please continue to pray for the ministries of our church and that Godôs will be done through this 

campaign.   
 

Below is listed the total amount pledged, received and spent since the beginning of the 

Vision for the 21st Century. 

 

As Paul encouraged the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 8:7, 
 

      Just as you excel in everything ... see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 
 

for now and for the generations to come. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Ed and Carole Sowers 

Greg and Anita Bell 

Capital Campaign Co-Chairmen 
 

# of Pledges  

Received 
 

170 

Pledged  

Over 4 Years 
 

$2,766,528.00 

Spent Since 
Beginning Vision 21 

 

$430,996.00 

 Received Since 
May 2008 

 

$939,050.00 

 Pledged  

Over 1 Year 
 

$691,632.00 


