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 The Beauty of the Lord 
Several friends from church took 

me fly fishing a week ago.  It 

really was fishing (as op-

posed to catching), but it 

was fun anyway.  At one 

point, I looked up to the 

mountains behind me (it 

was near Yosemite, but I 

have been sworn to secrecy 

about exactly where it was), 

and I saw the most beautiful 

sight.  There had been 

strange clouds in the sky all 

afternoon, and it was ap-

proaching sunset.  A patch 

of the mountain behind me, 

a V-shaped wedge at the top, was 

illuminated with an incredible burst of sun-

shine filtered through the clouds.  It had the effect of turning 

the greens greener and the browns an even  richer color.  It 

was as if I could suddenly really see the beauty of this one 

spot, on one mountain, in one mountain range, in one state, on 

one planet in Godôs Creation.  And it was enough to break my 

heart with its beauty.   
 

Tim Keller, the pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in 

New York, paraphrases Jonathan Edwards, the early American 

pastor, theologian and scientist who talked of Godôs beauty as 

it related to virtue.  He says, ñWhat is a `true virtue?ô It is 

when you are honest not because it profits you or makes you 

feel better, but because you are smitten with the beauty of the 

God who is all truth and sincerity and faithfulness.  It is when 

you come to love truth-telling not for your own sake, but for 

Godôs sake and its own sake. That kind of motivation can only 

grow in someone deeply touched by Godôs grace.ò  There is a 

beauty to seeing God shine his light upon your life in the same 

way his sunlight shines upon a hill.  Itôs as if you had never 

seen it before and it is beautiful because God has made it.  Lis-

ten as Keller goes on: ñTrue virtue comes when you see Christ 

dying for you, keeping a promise he made despite the infinite 

suffering it brought him.   
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The Beauty of the Lord (continued from page 1) 

Series:  Lives Jesus Transformed  

 

September 5    Lives Transformed by Service   John 13:1-20  

               Sacrament of Communion 

 

 

On September 12, we welcome back Pastor Henry Greene from Sabbatical. 

   

The September Worship Schedule is to be announced. 

On the one hand that destroys pride: he had to do this for us, because we were 

so lost.  On the other hand it also destroys fear: because if heôd do this for us 

while we were his enemies, then he values us infinitely, and nothing we can do 

will wear out his love.  Consequently, our hearts are not just restrained but 

changed.  Their fundamental orientation is transformed.ò   
 

This is the kind of transformation weôve been talking about this summer in our 

sermon series.  As we come to its end, itôs our prayer that you see Jesus in a 

new way: maybe the beauty of who he is and how he deals with us has (or will) 

become starkly revealed to you.  And itôs our prayer that all our lives be transformed under the hand of 

the One who loves us this much. 
  

    In Christ, 

          Dave McGurk 

WORSHIP schedule 



Congregational Prayer            Every Sunday     7:00 pm  

Join us in the Patio Lounge (behind the Sanctuary) as we gather for prayer and worship. 

The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 

 

Menõs Stay-At-Home Conference    September 3-4             
 

If you havenõt signed up yet, it may not be too late to join the CPC men for this  two day confer-

ence.  The conference is being held in the Hoffmeister Center and our speaker is Graham Baird, 

Senior Pastor of Highlands Church in Paso Robles.  The cost is $25.00.  Call the church office for 

more information.  

 

Womenõs Bible Studies          

The Woman to Woman group will be studying Philippians, Colossians, I & II Timothy and I & II 

Peter on Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the Hoffmeister Center beginning September 8. 
 

The Kindred Spiritsõ Womenõs Bible Study will study Joanna Weaverõs book, Having a Mary Heart 

in a Martha World  on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Hoffmeister Center beginning September 16. 
   

The Young Couplesõ Women will be meeting on Thursday mornings at 9:30 am in the Hoffmeister 

Center beginning September 9. 

 

Alpha Course       Every Monday              7:00 pm  
 

The Alpha Course begins Monday, September 13 and meets each Monday for 10 weeks.  Class 

begins at 6:00 pm with a delicious dinner and ends at 8:30 pm.  Explore the Christian faith; dis-

cover the relevance of Jesus Christ; fill in the gaps of unanswered questions.  A reservation 

through the church office is appreciated and child care will be provided upon request   

 

Annual Church Picnic at Lake Yosemite   Sunday, September 12           3:00 pm  
 

Join the whole church family at Lake Yosemite, Rotary Cove 1.  Weõll be serving up  

a delicious dinner plus a fabulous array of potluck desserts.  Enjoy all this plus the 

special blessing of witnessing baptisms in the lake.  The fun and festivities begin at 

3:00 p.m.  The main dish, side dishes and paper products will be provided.    

Members are asked to bring a dessert. 

Core Connections 
Connecting College Students to Our Community of Faith 

 

The goal of Core Connections is to connect college students living away from home to members of our 
congregation as a source of encouragement and support for the student.  Core families will be asked to 
pray for their student, invite them to or meet up for worship and church events, occasionally share a 
meal, send notes or cards, etc.  Our hope is that every student who requests one will be connected with a 
Core Family.  Call the church office for more information or to sign up to sponsor a student, (or students; 
we have come to find out that students who live together with roommates can easily be sponsored by 
one Core Family!)    



How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!  

What more can He say than to you He hath saidñ 
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

  

Fear not, I am with theeñO be not dismayed,  
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid;  

Iõll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,  
Upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand.  

Matt & Leah St. Pierre  
  

We are full-time missionaries with Campus Crusade for 

Christ serving at San Francisco State University.  Our 

hearts are to see college students come to know Jesus - to 

love him, to learn to walk closely with Him, and to see 

how following Jesus impacts and changes every area of 

their lives.  We desire to show these students God's heart 

for the city and the poor - the least of these - and to take 

students to the point where they love and serve for them-

selves.  We are passionate about serving God holistically in San Francisco, and pray for great change and 

transformation in a city that desperately needs it. 
  

Our  vision is that every college student in San Francisco would experience the transformative love of Jesus.  
  

Our  mission is to follow Jesus and to show students how to follow Jesus in their everyday lives through en-

gaging in authentic community, spiritual growth, and by sharing Godôs love and message of salvation to oth-

ers.  
  

Our ministry values intentional faith, communal learning, and social compassion.  
  

We covet your prayers.  As you can see, we are expecting God to move in big ways, and are seeking Him to 

show us each step along the way. To contact us about receiving our newsletters or supporting our ministry 

financially, you can email us at mattlstpierre@gmail.com or leahastpierre@gmail.com. 

  
  

Hymnologists are uncertain as to who penned this hymn text, but it first appeared in a hymnal, Selec-

tion of Hymns, in 1787 with the notation ñK.ò  The hymnal was published by Dr. John Rippon, pastor 

of a Baptist church in London, England for over sixty years.  The music director of this church was  

R. Keene, and since some editions of the hymnal identified the author as ñKn,ò most  hymnologists 

attribute the text to R. Keene. With 11 editions of this hymnal in England, it was also published in the 

United States in 1820, and was especially popular among Baptist churches.  How Firm A Foundation 

was familiar throughout both northern and southern states during the Civil War era.  The tuneôs com-

poser is also anonymous, but it is most likely an early American folk melody which originated in the 

South. 
  

It is noteworthy that this hymn was first published under the title, ñScripture Promisesò or ñGreat and 

Precious Promises.ò  The first stanza establishes the Word of God as the foundation for our faith.  

Subsequent verses elaborate on promises from Godôs Word:  the Lord is our God, He is with us al-

ways, His grace and strength are sufficient, He aids and upholds and never deserts.  The soul that 

leans on Jesus need not fear or be dismayed! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 Hymn Notes 
 by Kathleen Kirkman 
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Kindred Spiritsõ Bible Study 

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World 

Remember the story of Mary and Martha, the sisters who host Jesus and His disciples at their 

home in Bethany?  While Mary sits and listens to Jesus, Martha bustles about the kitchen pre-

paring dinner for the whole passel of hungry apostles.  When the over-worked but ever-

efficient Martha complains to Jesus about her not-so-helpful sister, Jesus not only gently chides 

Martha for worrying too much, but notes that Mary has actually made the better choice!  

Hmmmph!  You may have joined women down through the centuries who, upon reading this 

account, have muttered to themselves, ñWell then, whoôs going to 

get that meal on the table?  I mean, did they want to eat or 

not?!ò  And yet . . . we can hardly ignore Jesusô admonition. 

So whatôs a Martha ï or a Mary ï to do??  Jesus accepts us 

just the way we are:  a Mary or a Martha or a hybrid of 

the two!  But, as author Joanna Weaver says, ñHe loves 

us too much to leave us that way.  He is the one who 

can give us a Mary heart in a Martha world.ò 
  

This fall join the Kindred Spiritsô womenôs Bible study 

on Thursday mornings as we study Weaverôs book, Hav-

ing a Mary Heart in a Martha World.  The study will 

begin on Thursday, September 16 at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Hoffmeister Center dining room.  Plan to sign up for the 

study and buy your book ($13) at the kiosk before the 

study begins.  Questions? Contact the church office at 

723-0491 or cpcmerced@cpcmerced.org 
     

Engaged, Newly Married and Young Married Couples in your 20õs and 30õs 

 FALL KICK-OFF WEEKEND  
SEPTEMBER 11-12, 2010 

  
  

Our kick-off Second Saturday Social on September 11 will be Country Boys & Girls Gettinô Down on the 

Farm.  Weôll have plenty of time to visit and eat a delicious barbeque, so dress casual and join us for bocchi 

ball, Washers (a Texas game of skill and chance), croquet, etc; or sit by a fire pit and sip hot or cold drinks -

depending on the weather.  The event will be hosted at the home of Maynard & Colleen Medefind.  Call the 

church office for directions and to R.S.V.P.  Bring a side dish to share.  Child care at another site is available 

upon request) 
  

Weôll continue our kick-off weekend Sunday, September 12 with Sunday school during the 10:50 hour in the 

Patio Lounge.  Following refreshments and visiting, we will begin our fall series: Love and Respect.  Whether 

you are on track to make a marriage covenant or took your vows a few years ago, join us in focusing on the 

plan God has designed to keep your marriage alive, fresh and intimate - unconditional love for her 

and unconditional respect for him.  This is a wonderful time to examine the state of your  

relationship and invest in your marriage.   
  

Later, at 3:00, weôll reunite at the Church Family Picnic out at Lake Yosemite. See You There! 



 

 Join Us Every Sunday  
  

�����������D�P���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K�����������² 9:30 am  
  

Sunday School 9:50�² 10:50 am 
  
  

�������������D�P���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K�������������² 12:00 noon 
  

�A�_�Z�i�Ê���9�^�e�_�h��is Starting Up Again!  
This year we are performing the musical Christmas County Spelling Bee, and we 

welcome all Kindergarten through 5th graders to be a part of the fun.  We will ex-

plore the names we commonly associate with Christmas by focusing on those men-

tioned in Isaiah 9:6.  Can we wrap our minds around the fact that our Savior, who 

is our Mighty God, is also our Prince of Peace and Everlasting Father, and yet still 

our Wonderful Counselor? Wow! 
  

This is a time for great songs, friends, fun and to grown in the Lord.  The first re-

hearsal is August 29, and then beginning September 19, (after Labor Day and the 

Church Picnic) weôll rehearse every Sunday from 4 to 5:30 p.m. (Dinner is in-

cluded!)   
  

We perform December 11 and 12, so we are excited to get started early learning 

the songs and lines.    

If you have any questions, call Laurie Arzamendi at the church office at 723.0491.  

All children 3rd through 5th grades are welcome to join our Expressive Worship team and 

learn to honor and praise God with hand and body motions which portray the songs we sing.  

We meet in the Kidsô Chapel Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.  Itôs a great time to meet new people 

and worship God!  Questions? Contact Laurie Arzamendi or Margot Padilla at the church office. 

Letting Your Creativity Flow  
  

In my family, creativity is in our bones.  Whether itôs painting, quilting or carpentry, it seems like every-

one has some type of artistic touch that drips from their hands.  And I am so grateful for it!  I love how 

ordinary things can become breathtakingly beautiful with a few strokes of the brush, or tiny stitches 

from a needle.  God, who is the ultimate Creator, has given us a piece of His endless capacity to create 

beautiful things. Whether thatôs by decorating a bulletin board, or bringing in a bouquet of flowers from 

your garden, we all do simple things that have fantastic results that bring a little bit of heaven to us here 

on Earth.  And, even if you donôt think of yourself as creative, you are!  There are so many ways to let 

your creativity blossom.  You just have to discover the one thatôs right for you. 
  

        Caiti Clark, Childrenôs Ministry Intern 

Fourth & fifth graders, join us Mondays at 4:00 to 5:15 p.m. in the Kidsô Chapel for Bible 

Study!  We do lots of fun things - like play games, have delicious snacks, and get to know each 

other, but best of all, we learn from Godôs Word about who God is, and how to live our lives.  

Itôs an awesome time of fun and fellowship, and we hope you can join us!  For more info, con-

tact Caiti Clark at 756-7257. 


