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Dear Church Family, 
 

I remember seeing a Peanuts cartoon years ago which 

showed Lucy sitting at a desk.  She had been asked to 

write an essay on the history of our country.  She be-

gan, ñMy grandmother was born on é.ò 
 

We are not unlike Lucy.  Itôs natural for us to think in 

terms of ourselves.  What we consider relevant and 

important is that which relates to us.  Itôs natural, and 

itôs not bad, to think about ourselves.  The issue is the 

center.  We easily fall into thinking about everything 

in terms of how it affects us.  We become the point of 

reference.  We get self-centered.  As Craig Barnes 

puts it, ñWe are dominated by an exaggerated sense of 

the self.  We worry about ómy jobô, ómy kidsô, ómy 

healthô, and when weôre stuck in traffic we ask, óWhy 

me?ôò 
 

This is where Lent comes in.  This season of 

the church year continues through March 

and up to Easter.  Itôs an invitation for 

us to focus in a new way on Jesus, to 

walk with him in the journey to 

Good Friday and Easter morning, 

and to re-order our lives accord-

ing to who God is.  Lent is a 

time for God to become the 

center again, and for us to see 

our lives in terms of how we fit 

in with the sweep of Godôs pur-

poses for human history. 
 

 

 

 

See òWhen Lent Comes Inó, page 2 
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When Lent Comes In 



History did not begin when we, or our parents or grandparents, were born.  And the most 

important things that have happened in history are not the things that 

have happened to us. 
 

Craig Barnes also writes, ñWe believe that the best chapter of our 

lifeôs story did not happen when we graduated from school, or got 

a job or had children.  The most formative chapter was not the time 

we failed at something important, lost a spouse or contracted a dis-

ease.  The most powerful chapter, the one that changes everything, 

is when the word became flesh and dwelled among us.ò 
 

We are here for a little while.  As Ash Wednesday reminds us, ñYou 

are dust, and to dust you shall return.ò  But that is not all.  We are mightily loved.  And we 

find our worth, our meaning, and our hope not in ourselves but in the love of God who sent 

his Son Jesus into this world so that we might center our lives on him, live for his glory, and 

enjoy him forever! 
 

Yours in the story that centers on the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 

          Henry 

Series:  The Enormous Exception  

 

March 7      Living on the Inside       Matthew 7:7 -11  

          Sacrament of Communion 

 

March 14      Living a Full Life                  Matthew 7:13-14   

    

March 21      Living in the Light               Matthew 7:15-23  

  

March 28        Living on Solid Ground      Matthew 7:24 -29  

Palm Sunday 

 

When Lent Comes In ( continued from page 1) 

WORSHIP schedule 

 



Basic Faith Class    Beginning Sunday, February 28    9:50 am 
 

This five-week class tailored especially for fifth graders and their parents teaches about the            

basics of faith.  See the KidZone page for more information.  

 

Carlos OõMalley Sunday, March 7 6:00 pm  
 

Join the High School and Dive Youth Mission Teams for a great evening which includes 

a potato & burrito bar, dessert and entertainment.  You will also have the opportunity 

to meet this yearõs crew.  This fun event helps raise funds for the trip.  But donõt worry 

if youõre unable to attend, you may still contribute to the project by mailing a donation 

to the church.  Simply label your donation òMexico ô10.ó 

 

Daylight Savings Time Sunday, March 14 2:00 am 
 

Donõt forget to set your clock ahead one hour before bed on Saturday night.     

 

A Celebration of Faithfulness Dinner Monday, March 29  6:00 pm  
 

Session is planning this dinner honoring Henry and Karen Greeneõs ten years of ministry with us.  

We hope all will be able to join us for this evening of fun, fellowship, and celebration.  

 

Maundy Thursday Service  April 1  7:00 pm  
 

Join us for this special service in the Sanctuary commemorating the Last Supper.  Child care will be 

available. 

 

Prayer Vigil  April 1-2 
 

Come spend some time as we gather to pray.  The Sanctuary will be open beginning at the conclu-

sion of the Maundy Thursday service, through the night and until 3:00 pm Friday.  We hope you 

can come for an hour (or more, or less) to join us as we remember the end of our Lordõs earthly 

journey. 

 

Easter Sunrise Service  April 4  6:30 am 
  

Worship the risen Son at sunrise.  Come to the Merced Open Air Theater at Apple-

gate Park at 6:30 am.  Dress warmly and bring your own chair. 

 

Mt. Hermon All -church Conference April 16-18 
  

Youõre invited to join the whole church family at beautiful Mt. Hermon for our an-

nual all-church family camp.  Itõs a time of fellowship, fun and wonderful speakers.  

Weõre excited to have the Rev. Dr. Mark Roberts as this yearõs speaker. There is also 

a program for youth, children and preschoolers.  Online registration is available at 

www.cpcmerced.org; forms are available at the kiosk or the church office. 

   

Calvin Crest Summer Camp  Summer 2010  
 

Donõt miss out on camp this year!  4th - 6th graders will attend July 18-24.  See Scott Vance for in-

formation on high school camp.  You can make your reservation for camp by calling the church of-

fice or send an e-mail to susievance@cpcmerced.org.  You may also pick up a brochure at the kiosk 

or check out the Calvin Crest website at www.calvincrest.com.  

 

  

 

 



 

Missionary Update 
 

In this issue we hear about two of our missionaries, 

Dave and Cindy Lux who work with Wycliffe Bible 

Translators in Cameroon and Vance and Carol 

Nordman who are with Campus Crusade for Christ 

in Southern California. 
 

Dave and Cindy have safely arrived in Cameroon 

and are adjusting to a temperature change from 

-10° to 90° with no air conditioning!  They asked 

for prayers as they reunite with the translation team to plan the coming months.   
 

Vance and Carol have been working for some time to bring together ministries reaching out to the 

Middle Eastern immigrants living in the Southern California area.  They recently met with 40 to 50 

people who came from colleges, ethnic churches and local ministries.  Their goal is to encourage 

networking together and partnering to be more effective in their efforts.  They ask for prayers for 

their endeavors and that the Lord guide their time together.  Pray also that it would be an encourag-

ing time for all involved. 

The Hole in Our Gospel 
Two Sunday Morning Classes 

We have started two classes on Sunday mornings to allow those who are 

reading The Hole in Our Gospel a chance to study it with others.   These 

include DVD presentations and discussions based on the book.  The 

9:50 am class is facilitated by Keith Drury and welcomes folks from ei-

ther the 8:30 or 11:00 worship services.  The 11:00 class is facilitated by 

John Aleman, elder to our Witness Commission.  Both classes take 

place in the Large Dining room in the Hoffmeister Center.  Come dis-

cover with others whether or not thereôs a hole in you and where the 

hole may be.   We believe this book can be a part of a ñmid-courseò cor-

rection for many of us as we seek to connect people with Christ from 

the heart of Merced to the ends of the earth.  

Financial Peace University 
 

Financial Peace University (FPU) is a biblically based curriculum that teaches people how to handle 

money God's way.  It consists of a 13-week video curriculum - taught by financial expert Dave Ram-

sey - that incorporates small-group discussions to encourage accountability.   Financial Peace Uni-

versity is highly entertaining for everyone, with a unique combination of humor, informative finan-

cial advice and biblical messages.  More than one million families in hundreds of churches 

around the country have already had their lives changed by attending FPU. 
 

There are two new classes starting up at CPC, one on Sunday mornings at 11:15 am beginning 

March 14 and the other Monday evenings at 7:00 pm beginning March 15.  The cost of this class for 

the membership kit (includes books, materials and online access) is $93.00 per individual/family 

unit.   
 

Visit http://www.daveramsey.com for more information; You are also welcome to call the church 

office at 723-0491. 

by Gerry Roberts 

http://www.daveramsey.com


This five week course is designed to aid our 5th graders in their spiritual development as followers 
of Christ.  Mrs. Arzamendi & Caiti will share in the instruction of the fundamentals of our Christian 
faith.  Topics will include conversion, sanctification, baptism, and communion.  Great stuff!  
 

Sundays, February 28 - March 28 at 9:50am in the Chapel  

5th Graders Basic Faith Class  

This is the final event of the 2010 Upward season.  Players, joined by their families and 
�F�R�D�F�K�H�V���� �Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�Z�D�U�G�V�� �D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���� �� �$�Q�G���\�R�X�·�Y�H�� �J�R�W�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�� �-�R�K�Q�� �3�U�L�W�N�L�Q��
perform amazing feats of strength.  The program is at Yosemite Church Amphitheater 

at 3:00 pm.  Please pray for the kids, families and this exciting afternoon.   

Upward Basketball Celebration March 14th  

Mark your Calendar! �7�K�H���.�L�G�·�V���&�K�R�L�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���3�D�O�P���6�X�Q�G�D�\���D�W���W�K�H�������������	���������������V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� 

Bless a Child This Easter  

Easter Morning Egg Hunt  
Sunday, April 4 at 8:30 am  

Preschoolers to 5th graders, invite your friends and come be a part of all the merriment!  
There will be candy -filled eggs for everyone - no one will leave empty -handed!  Bring your 
favorite Easter basket to carry your eggs.  Preschoolers check in at the Early Care and 
Education Area, K -5th graders in the Chapel.    

Come See John Pritkin as He Performs Amazing Feats of Strength!   

Easter morning is a fun time to enjoy an egg hunt and remember the new 
birth and life we have in Jesus.  You can help by bringing a dozen plastic 
eggs filled with wrapped candy to the church office by Wednesday, 
�0�D�U�F�K�������������2�X�U���J�R�D�O���L�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���������S�O�D�V�W�L�F���H�J�J�V���S�H�U���F�K�L�O�G�������:�H�·�U�H���K�R�S�L�Q�J��
that our new play yard is ready by Easter morning for this event.  
Thank you, church family for your great help!  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  
       Laurie Arzamendi 

 Join Us Every Sunday  

���V�W���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K�
������������- 9:30 am  
Sunday School 9:50 - 10:50 a.m. 

���Q�G���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K�
��������������- 12:00 noon 
�
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V�W�D�U�W���F�K�X�U�F�K���Z�L�W�K���D���S�D�U�H�Q�W���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�����W�K�H�\���D�U�H���G�L�V�P�L�V�V�H�G�����X�V�X�D�O�O�\���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���� 
�W�R���J�R���W�R���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K���D�W���.�L�G�=�R�Q�H.   

 

 


