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Connecting People with ChrisReaching Out with His Love
from the Heart of Merced to the Ends of the Earth

The Natural and the Supernatural
Dear Church Family,

At this time of year it inatural to look at the world
around us and to be thrilled with the many signs of
renewed lifel OWI grass, leaves and flowers, all
f WHich ’a@c’d )Pgdrév\ﬁrfb MAfmth. And it is natu-
ral for Christians to find in these signs of renewed life
an affirmation and reflection of the resurrected life of
Christ and of our life with him and in him.

p r,o bl emo i s t
and%ur Ilfe in h|m areotnatural busupernatural!

Jesus was not dormant in the tomb. He was dea
And Jesus did not rise from the dead because sprin
time rolled around. He rose because the Father inte
vened, broke the grip of the natural, and raised Jesu
by the power of the Holy Spirit. There is no natural
extension from the cross to the resurrection. The res
urrection took, may | say it?, a miracle! Nor did Jesus
rise on Easter in orde
to fade next fall and die
again next winter.

Karl Barth puts it quite
clearly when he writes,
AThe effor

als, such as occur in
Sspring or
awakening in the morn-
are
Upon spring there in-

exorably follows
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The Natural and the Supernatut@dinued from page

a winter and upon the awakening a falling asleep. We have
here with a cyclic movement of becoming new and old. But
becoming new at Easter is a
Dogmatics in Outling

In the same way, our own spiritual life in Christ is not the re
of a natural process. It, too, is the result of a miraculous inbip
ing of the grace and power of God into our natural lives.

v

So enjoy the renewed life and warmth of spring. See in
world around many signs of the life and power and wond
God.

But remember: Easter is no celebration of springtime. On Easter

we do not celebrate a cyclical process or a natural extension. We celebrate a day like n
other and which changes all the others. The resurrection of Jesus means thahete are
still in our sins and that He can fulfill his promisep ecause | | i ve, you

Hallelujah!
Henry Greene

e

April 4 The Indomitable Lord Matthew 28:1-10
Easter Sunday

April 11 From Doubt to Worship John 20:19-29
April 18 Mt. Hermon Sunday

Bob Wendel will be our guest speaker.
There will be one service at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary.
Brunch will be in the Side Room at 10:00 am.

April 25 Tale of Two Kings 1 Samuel 16:13
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Maundy Thursday/Good Friday April1-2 7:00 pm - 3:00 pm

The service will include Communion. Participate in the Prayer Vigil that will continue through

the night, unti/l Friday at 3: 00 pm, the hour of
Easter Sunrise Service Sunday, April 4 6:30 am

Worship the risen Son at sunrise. Come to the Merced Open Air Theater at Applegate Park at
6:30 am. Dress warmly and bring your own charr.

Mt. Hermon All -Church Conference April 16 - 18

Youbre invited to join the whole church fami|l
church family conference. It is a time of fellowship, fun and wonderful speakers. We are
excited to have Rev. Mar k Roberts as this Jpear

children and preschoolers. Please contact the church office to find out if space is still available.

Blood Source Sunday April 25 8:00 am -12:30 pm

N , The Bloodmobile will be on site to take your donations. You could save a life!
o= °0="01 " Now what could be better than that?
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Youth Mission Trip/ Report & Dessert  Sunday, April 25 6:00 pm

Are you wondering how all those high school and college students did in Mexico? Our
students are ready to tell you! Please join us in the Hoffmeister Center to see a presentation
which will include photos and testimonies from some of the students. All that and dessert too.

Vacation Bible School July 12016
Il nvite friends and neighbors to join your |chil
t heme of this yeards Vacation Bible School. T

to noon. And volunteers, please call Laurie Arzamendi to see how you can help.

Calvin Crest Summer Camp July 18- 24
Sherwood Forest Camp for 4th & 5th graders is July 18 24. Make your reservation for camp
by calling the church office. You can also check out the Calvin Crest website at CalvinCrest.com

SO
q Habitat House News

The site at 512 W. 11th Street is making progress. The next step is the cement slab and then t
framing! Watch for the framing celebration, it will be coming soon!

Volunteers are needed to: *Distribute information flyers around the neighborhood so they will
know what Habitat is all about *Help with construction *Provide snacks and sandwiches for
workers *Collect hours and waivers from volunteers *Organize marketing and publicity

*Organize fundraisers *Sponsor a room of the Habitat House, or *Work at a booth at commu-
nity functions to share info about Habitat.

To volunteer, please contact Jan Sorge atIT&®. Email: mercetiostel@juno.com



Irrational Exuberance

So all the skilled people who were doing all the work on the sanctuary

came from the work they were doing an
bringing much more than is needed for the completion of the work which

the Lord commanded us Exbda36060 . 0

When then Federal Reserve Chairman, Alan Greenspan uttered these memorable wor(s in
December 1996, during the wild bull mar K
ture in mind. However, his words do, indeed, describe the excitement and overflowing ggn-
erosity of the |l sraelites as they responjdec
as God had directed. In fact, they gave so generously that the skilled craftsmen working

the Tabernacle had to ask Moses to tell the people to stop their giving! They were pou | ng
out jewelry, heirlooms, linens, gold, and siliemuch more than were needed to complete

the job. ARnSo the people were restrai

Recently Pastor Greene joyfully advised attendees at services on a Sunday morning thg
though we ran a deficit between receipts and expenses during most of 2009, by year enc
gap was fully closed. Further, in January we continued to have receipts exceed disb
ments. What if Pastor Greene had been able to concluded his report by saying that d
this extraordinary giving he was requesting that all giving be stopped had more than
was needed!

HOW funds are used by our church and this stands in the way of our giving.

At our recent Annual Congregational

were provided to all in attendance. Let me suggest that taking some time to see how our
ing is used would help create more excitement when determining our own giving levels.
example, did you know that we essentially tithe to Missions giving approximgtely

college age young people we are serving, supporting and encouraging ch
month.

the earth, the more we
our churchoés efforts to

Tom Hawker
Stewardship Chairman




Ah, holy Jesus, how hast Thou offended, That man to judge Thee hath in hate pretended?
By foes derided, by Thine own rejected, O most afflicted!

6 Twas |, Lord Jesus, [ it was deni&eld hee

Lo, the good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; The slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered;
For manods atonement, whil e he nothing h

For me, kind Jesus, was Thy incarnation, Thy mo
Thy death of anguish and Thy bitter passion, For my salvation.

Therefore, kind Jesus, since | cannot pay Thee, | do adore Thee, and will ever pray Thee,
Think on Thy pity and Thy love unswerving, Not my deserving.

This hymn text written by Johann Heermann (1:3887) may not be as familiar as some, but its thoughtful
words are certainly worthy of our attention. The hymn was inspired by a Latin text sometimes attributed
Augustine (354430), but most often credited to Jean de Fecamp (c-1009). Translation was accomplished
by Robert S. Bridges in 1899 while the tune was composed by Johaan Cruger in 1640.

Heermann was born in Silesia in Germany, the fifth and only surviving child of his parents. As a result of a v
his mother made when he was very ill as a child, he received theological training. He taught at the univer
for a short time, became a deacon, and subsequently the pastor of a Lutheran church in a small town ne:
birthplace. During the Thirty Yearsd War his min
ing raids in his village. Personally he suffered medical problems, threats on his life, and repeated loss of al
material possessions. Whenever possible, he faithfully returned to his ministry and found solace in hymn w
ing. Johann Heermann is considered an important chorale text author, and the present German (Evange
Lutheran) hymnal contains 14 of his works.

veeseros Opportunities Abound

A s}

Join friends April 11 at 12:15 pm for a light luncheon and

hear from some of our supported missionaries. The Nord-
NeWS mans will share about their work introducing the Jesus
P IRobeits Film to the Muslim community ?n Southern California
gtene e« and beyond. Recently, they received a call from a woman
teessrn in Kansas asking for a copy of the DVD. A Muslim stu-
dent working with International Students in Wichita had
shared it with her. PTL! You will also hear from Marcia

and Larry Jones as they prepare to return to Papua, New Guinea. Being near their grandchildren is a plus
very important work they will be doing.

FOV." RPOP
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Are you are interested in helping with local missions? Do you enjoy Christian music? Listen to KAMB 101
one of the local missions supported by CPC. Are you an early riser? Join the volunteers who serve breakf
the Salvation Army. Do you have time to deliver food, furniture, furnish rides for medical appointments, ans\
phones or fold newsletters? Love INC could use your help. If you are interested in these or other local miss
call the church office for more information



Easter Egg Hunt
Sunaay, April 4 at 9:15 am
Preschoolers meet in the Early Care and Education Area, K -5th Graders in the Chapel for a
great time hunting candy -filled eggs.
An Easter message will be shared during both 8:30 & 11:00 Children Church and our Sunday
School teachers have great fun planned for 9:50 Sunday School.

Face The Book
Bible Read-A- Thon Starts Palm Sunday
&KLOGUHQ: -V OLQLVWU\ LV HQ btRgtaderg to@@ensl tirdevreddiRgRaDd hear-
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chapter that they read during the contest. Please encourage them as they get into the
Word of God. Pledges can be for chapters read or a flat donation. The proceeds will go to
help Children's Ministries with yearly events and outreaches. Thank you for being a part of
SODQWLQJ *RG:-V :RUG LQ FKLOGUHQ:V OLYHV

Mark Your Calendars
Vacation Bible School is July 12 -1 6, 9.00am - 12:00pm
High Seas Expedition is our exciting oceanic adventure. Join us as
we explore the mighty love of God, and how His Word is comforting,
surprising, true, life changing, and for everyone!
Volunteers are needed. 'RQ-W PLVV RXW RQ WKLV X(
WR LQYHVW LQ *RG:V FKLOGUHQ &DIOKXXoGIg
up to volunteer.

Spring is finally here! Although | personally love the rain, storms and cold weather that

come with the winter months, | cannot help but be dazzled by spring. The flowers coming
LQWR EORRP DJDLQ DQG WKH WUHHV UHJDLQLQJ WKHLU JUH
picture of new life than this - except for the new life that we all have in our Lord. The
flowers and trees we see have new life, a new beginning, a new hope, as do all of us. Hold on

to that this spring, as we focus on the one who gave us this new life, while giving up His, our

Lor hrist.
ord Jesus Christ Gratefully His,

&DLWL &ODUN &KLOGUHQ:V OLQLVWU\

Join Us Every Sunday
1st Service/ Chi |l-&BOsambdés Chwurch 8: 3

Sunday School 9:50- 10:50 a.m.
2nd Service/ Chil dd208oen Church 11: 0
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