Sunday, January 31, 2021
Live Stream

January 31, 2021
Empowered by the Holy Spirit to be BLESSED
Series: Empowered
Welcome
Call to Worship: Psalm 118:24

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Opening Prayer
Opening Praise

God You Reign
Living Hope
The Solid Rock

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God and loving God,
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We
overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the
oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace. Forgive us. Help us to trust Your power to change our
lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant that only You give.
It is in the mighty name of Jesus, our Savior we pray, Amen.
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Assurance of Pardon from Ephesians 1:3, 7-8a

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . . In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.
Hear the Good News in Jesus Christ; you are Forgiven!

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father; and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, in now and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.
Anthem

Is He Worthy
Offering
We at CPC want to thank you for your continued support during this stressful season of coronavirus.
Mail and online giving (cpcmerced.org/give) are available to those who do not feel comfortable
attending in person.
Prayers of the Church
Gracious and loving Heavenly Father, Your love for us, demonstrated so clearly by your son, frees us
from any need to try to perform to gain your attention. The grace You bestow upon us is meant to
call us to a life of grace, where love freely received is freely given. But we want to make it on our
own. We choose a way of life where our biggest concern is our own performance, and we get to
judge ourselves. We create for ourselves a chained religion; staked to my own expectations. Lord
you have so much more for us! You choose to give us mercy and then call us to be merciful. May
we discover this life of grace & mercy you have for us.
So we want to freely call to mind those whom we are aware need your touch of love. We pray for
Joan Parvin and Bridget Wohltman who have both had recent surgeries. Please use these surgeries
to give them the health they seek. You continue to pray for Robert Cooper, that You would bring
him strength and health and give him patience with the time it takes to heal. Watch over Susan
Baldasano who continues to have COVID after a month. Help us to surround her with Your love and
care. We pray for Lou Exum’s daughters as they deal with her passing. We are celebrating with Lou
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that she gets to see you face to face but pray for these loved ones she has left behind. We continue
to pray for Pam, Stephanie Poblenz’ mom as she has her second round of chemo this week. Give her
strength and infuse her with new life.
You also want to pray for the DeGuzman family as they continue to adjust to life in Florida. Give Jojo
and Heather meaningful work in their new jobs and help the kids to find friends and adjust to life
here in the States. In all these things we want to give You honor and praise through Your Son Jesus,
in whose name we pray, Amen.

Scripture: Acts 5:17-42
17

But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and
filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the
night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand
in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they
entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach.
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council, all
the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the
officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the
prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no
one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they
were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone came and
told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the
people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were
afraid of being stoned by the people.
And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned
them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and
the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus,
whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior,
to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so
is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33 When they heard this, they were
enraged and wanted to kill them.
But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people,
stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men of
Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days Theudas rose
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up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed,
and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose
up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all
who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and
let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will
not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40
and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the
name of Jesus, and let them go.
When they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of
Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house,
they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.

Sermon: Empowered by the Holy Spirit to be BLESSED

Acts 5:17-42

Series: Empowered
Pastor David A. Kerr
Praise Response:

When We Walk With the Lord (Trust and Obey)
Benediction:
Go now in the Love of the Dying Savior
Go now in the Life of the Risen Savior
Go now in the Power of the Reigning Savior
Go now in the Renewal of the Indwelling Savior
Go now in the Glory of the Coming Savior
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1. Annual Congregation Meeting – TODAY, following the 9:30 am service.
2. We are worshipping indoors with the expectation that while Merced’s virus infection rate is
spiking, our worshippers will respect the safety precautions we have put in place for safe
worship for all who attend. Please continue to observe safe social distancing and wear
your mask while indoors.
3. Regular Sunday morning programming for children is across the street. Parents, please
sign in your children before worship: PreK-6th in the Children’s Chapel for and
Birth-2.5 Nursery.
4. We are very excited to begin a baptism and covenant partner class on February 7. This class is
open to all high schoolers and adults who would like to learn more about what it means to be
a covenant partner of CPC and have the opportunity to be baptized or publicly affirm their
faith. The class will be eight weeks long, during the 11 am service in “The Rock”. It will cover
various topics, from the basics of Presbyterianism to our spiritual gifts and how to use them!
Please contact Stephanie with any questions. She can be reached by calling 723-0491 or
emailing spoblenz@cpcmerced.org.
5. Student Ministries is very excited to be launching our Jumanji Series (Formally Survivor); we
have updated the massive outreach series to be a little more 2021 friendly. With this rebrand,
we are also combining our Jr. High and High School groups for this series. This means both Jr.
High and High School will be meeting on Wednesday Nights from 6:30-8:30 pm.
This set up will be from February 3- March 3. Our teaching will be focused on the season of
Exile in the Old Testament and how God interacts with His people when they are in societies
that are against them.
6. Empowered - Acts Weekly Guides are available at the exits for you today.

Prayer List:
 Les Van Someren - ongoing health concerns
 Kent Roberts - recovering from knee surgery
 Bob Cooper - recovering from open-heart surgery
 Pam Hubbard (Stephanie Poblenz’ mother) - undergoing cancer treatment
 Bridget Wohltman – recovering from open heart surgery
 Joan Parvin – recovering from knee replacement
 Susan Baldasano – recovering from COVID
 Bill Weir – receiving treatment for pneumonia
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EMPOWERED
Empowered by the Holy Spirit to be BLESSED
January 31, 2021
Pastor Dave Kerr
Acts 5
Annual Congregational Meeting

What a powerful message last week from Pastor Dave!
The Holy Spirit blew life into the livers of Peter and John and the people were amazed at their courage and the
way they spoke.
They were at a dead stop until the Holy Spirit blew life into them!
Now, with the Holy Spirit they are Empowered with clarity and courage!
Remember what he asked us to reflect on this last week?
1) How is the Spirit blowing life into me?
2) Where do I need to be courageous?
3) Is there someone I need to speak to with clarity?
We continue this morning on the Holy Spirit Empowerment…
The life blowing force of the Holy Spirit in Chapter 5…
Acts 5:17-21
But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with
jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the
Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to
teach.
Almost no one ever mentions this event… the first imprisonment… when all twelve of the apostles were put in
prison and were suddenly released by the intervention of an angel and sent to preach in the temple again.
What is the lesson God is trying to teach us here?
That there is authority in the Spirit!
Catch this…
Nothing we can do will ever eliminate it.
There is power in God to set you FREE when you find yourself imprisoned!
It is no problem to God to get a person out of their prison. God does not even have to go through a bail
bondsman, he simply sends an angel.
It will happen again in the book of Acts.
He can send an earthquake, as he did for Paul and Silas at Philippi. It is no problem to God to get his people out
of prison.
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But it is also clear, from events later on in Acts and in church history, that God does not always intend to get his
people out of prison… physically. The point of the story is, as Paul beautifully put it in
2 Timothy 2:9: that "the word of God is not bound."
Humans cannot stop the word of God.
Humans cannot stop the power of God.
The resurrection power of a living God cannot be held by prison walls, gates, bars, and chains.
I love what happened next:
Acts 5:22-26
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council, all the senate of
the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find
them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards
standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the
temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this
would come to. 25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in
the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by
force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.
Look at the next section with me…
Acts 5:27-33
And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them,
28
saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must
obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.
31
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
32
And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
33
When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.
That sounds familiar, doesn’t?
All that Peter and the other apostles did was simply to tell these men the truth. They stood before them and very
quietly said,
"Look. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you killed."
That is a clear statement of fact.
"God has exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins."
That is another statement of fact.
"And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit."
With that simple statement of clear, plain truth, these rulers became
violent
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and furious
and enraged,
and set about to kill them.
What does that show?
It shows clearly the fallen character of HUMANITY.
Humanity is in the grip of forces beyond its knowledge and understanding.
Evil forces which are relentlessly opposed to the will, purpose and love of God.
Whenever truth is uttered, it enrages people like this. They oppose it with the only weapon they can think of…
physical violence.
This explains the fact that wherever the gospel goes it not only
invites people,
attracts people,
and redeems people,
but it also enrages others.
It is always a disturbing thing. But God wants us to look beyond this immediate opposition of people and
understand that the opposition would never occur if it were not for the existence of certain wicked anti-God
beings behind humanity.
This is what Paul says in
Ephesians 6:12:
We wrestle not against flesh and blood but by principalities and powers, by wicked spirits in high places.
When all is said and done it is not humanity who are the problem.
There are powers of wickedness and evil who are seated in positions of power behind the scenes and are
manipulating humanity, keeping them under control, and using them as puppets.
That is where the opposition and hostility is coming from. If you do not view the opposition to the gospel from
that point of view you will never understand life.
You cannot explain what occurs in history unless you understand it from that point of view. There are evil
forces at work.
Scripture, these men and women and others, are being manipulated by powers they are not aware of.
What God wants to get across to his people is that they will never do any real good until they attack the spiritual
forces.
God has placed at our disposal the spiritual equipment to do so. The next verses of the passage illustrate this.
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Acts 5:34-39
But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and
gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you
are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a
number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and
came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the
people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you,
keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if
it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his
advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of
Jesus, and let them go.
The apostles are confronted with the same group of leaders that murdered Jesus just a few months earlier…
They are being threatened by the same hostility that put to death Jesus… Their lives are at stake.
These rulers are enraged and they want to kill them.
Why didn't they?
The apostles could not have predicted how God would deliver them. They had no way of knowing that there
was seated on that very council a man with a calmer frame of mind, who would listen to reason and would lay a
quieting hand upon these unrestrained passions.
But God knew…
and God knew how to use that man,
and when to have him speak.
It was God who was behind the actions of Gamaliel.
These were men controlled by evil forces,
BUT they were also subject to the sovereign overriding of the Holy Spirit.
Scripture doesn’t say but I am very confident that the church was praying for the twelve apostles. In answer to
that prayer, God restrained those evil forces, using one of the enemy to do it.
What does that do to you?
Doesn't that get your motor running?
I get excited about it.
God uses the very forces opposed to the gospel to fight against themselves and restrain themselves.
Now that is the restraint of God.
When are we going to start believing the Scriptures?
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When are we going to act consistently with the spiritual weapons God has given us?
God is moving today exactly as he moved in the days of the EARLY church!
The church today is no different than the church of the first century. The book of Acts is still being written
today.
Look at the end of this wonderful chapter
Acts 5:40-42
they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them
go. 41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for
the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching
that the Christ is Jesus.
I love that.
They did not stop.
They counted themselves worthy of suffering disgrace for His name.
It seems to take Christians so long to face up to the simple declaration of Scripture…
When they were called to be a Christian, they were called to suffer.
Paul said it well in
Philippians 1:29:
For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him,
Eugene Peterson translates it:
Philippians 1:29 TM
There's far more to this life than trusting in Christ. There's also suffering for him. And the suffering is as much a
gift as the trusting.
We are called to this. Suffering is an integral part of the Christian experience. It is not something that is unusual
or reserved for just a few; it is for all.
In a world that is
run by illusions,
governed by deceptions,
and is a victim of lies and cruel evil falsehoods,
what else can we expect if we stand for the truth?
Yes, people will think we are strange, at times.
Yes, people will think we react in funny ways.
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Yes, there will be some degree of coolness, even among those who are, in many other ways, friendly toward us.
Yes, people will think we are a little odd.
But that is the suffering to which he is called.
Like these disciples, we ought to thank God for it and rejoice in it.
Jesus said that in
Matthew 5:11-12:
“Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and say all manner of evil against you falsely for my
name's sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad”
We are blessed!
Like these early Christians did.
Count it an honor that you have been called to SUFFER for His name's sake.
Stand up and be counted. These are perilous times!
We are not different from the early church!
1. The Holy Spirit is freeing people today!
The word of God is not bound.
Nothing can stop it,
nothing can hinder it,
nothing can thwart it or change it.
Our physical circumstances are quite irrelevant. It does not make any difference.
2. Opposition is here,
terrible,
deadly
Opposition designed to strike to the heart!
3. There is also suffering… suffering but rejoicing in that suffering.
To this we are called!
To this we are BLESSED to live for Jesus!

Benediction:
Go now in the Love of the Dying Savior
Go now in the Life of the Risen Savior
Go now in the Power of the Reigning Savior
Go now in the Renewal of the Indwelling Savior
Go now in the Glory of the Coming Savior
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